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FTE ENROLLMENT CONSTANT AT UM
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MISSOULA ...
Official fall quarter enrollment statistics for the University of Montana will be
reported at the end of the third week of classes, the time at which most students have
dropped or added courses for a final program.
Nearly half way in that process, UM President Richard Bowers reported Tuesday
morning, Oct. 4, that the Full-Time Equivalent student count, the figure used by the
State Legislature in the biennium appropriation, is the same as on the reporting date
last year. ttBut,"cautioned President Bowers,"students are still registering as well as
dropping and adding courses, so we cannot be assured of the exact enrollment until the
end of the third week."
In contrast to the full-time equivalent student figure, the actual number of students
attending the University is approximately 225 less than last year on this date.
When asked to explain a decline in the number of students but steady full-time
equivalency, Bowers pointed out that students apparently are taking more courses this
year than last.

"That may be due, in part, to the University's commitment to expand the

size of individual courses, allowing students an opportunity to take every course in
which they have an interest," Bowers said.
Other UM administrators speculate that new registration procedures and better
academic advising also may account for the heavier course load of some UM students.
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